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Important Announcement 
for all Members:

MTHA Election Notice
The MTHA’s 2011 election for the Board of Directors is proceed-

ing on schedule. 
Appointed to the Nominating Committee were Richard J. Meyer

(chairman), Linda S. Gaudet, H. Neil Glasser, Timothy L. Keefe and
Lawrence E. Murray.

The Nominating Committee is developing a slate of nominees to
be presented at the MTHA’s annual meeting to be held on June 15 in
the Director’s Room (Sky Suite) at Laurel Park, beginning at 5:30
p.m. All interested MTHA members should attend this meeting.

Nominations will be accepted from the floor at the June 15 meet-
ing. These nominations require verbal endorsement from at least
four members and written consent from the nominee. Nominations
will also be accepted by presentation of a petition bearing the signa-
tures of at least five members and the nominee.

Ballots and biographical information on all the nominees will be
mailed to all MTHA members in July. Deadline for return will be in
August. Results will be announced in August. 

If you have any questions regarding this election, please call the
MTHA office at (410) 265-6842.

MMTTHHAA
66331144 WWiinnddssoorr MMiillll RRooaadd

BBaallttiimmoorree,, MMaarryyllaanndd 2211220077

MMaayy 22001111

MMTTHHAA BBooaarrdd ooff DDiirreeccttoorrss
RRiicchhaarrdd JJ.. HHooffffbbeerrggeerr

PPrreessiiddeenntt
RRiicchhaarrdd JJ.. MMeeyyeerr
VViiccee PPrreessiiddeenntt

JJoohhnn VV.. AAlleeccccii
HHoowwaarrdd MM.. BBeennddeerr

DDaallee CCaappuuaannoo
PPhhiilllliipp LL.. CCaappuuaannoo

WWiilllliiaamm TT.. FFiittzzggiibbbboonnss,, SSrr..
LLiinnddaa SS.. GGaauuddeett
HH.. NNeeiill GGllaasssseerr

CChhrriissttoopphheerr WW.. GGrroovvee
AArrnnoolldd AA.. HHeefftt

TTiimmootthhyy LL.. KKeeeeffee
LLaawwrreennccee EE.. MMuurrrraayy

JJoohhnn JJ.. RRoobbbb
KKaatthhaarriinnee MM.. VVoossss

TThhoouugghhttss aanndd ccoommmmeenntt

HHeeaalltthh FFaaiirrss wwiillll bbee ooffffeerreedd iinn JJuunnee——
ffrreeee ooff cchhaarrggee——ttoo aallll bbaacckkssttrreettcchh wwoorrkkeerrss 

MMoonnddaayy,, JJuunnee 66:: 99::3300 aa..mm.. ttoo 1122::3300 pp..mm..,, BBoowwiiee CCoonnffeerreennccee RRoooomm
MMoonnddaayy,, JJuunnee 1133:: 99::3300 aa..mm.. ttoo 1122::3300 pp..mm..,, LLaauurreell RReeccrreeaattiioonn RRoooomm

Scheduled services include cholesterol, prostate and blood pressure screenings, body fat composition analy-
sis, carbon monoxide and skin cancer testing, seated massage therapy and more. Note: A 12-hour fast is re-
quired for cholesterol tests. 

Everyone employed on the backstretch—assistant trainers, exercise persons, grooms, hotwalkers, stable fore-
men, trainers, etc.—is encouraged to participate.

All results are confidential and will be sent to the address that you provide. 
Health Fairs are sponsored by the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association and 

Maryland Horsemen’s Assistance Fund

Are you too busy to have your choles-
terol checked? Or is the service too

expensive? That could be true if your
only choice is a crowded lab, or you
lack health insurance. 

It most definitely is not true for any-
one licensed to work on the backstretch
in Maryland. 

Health Fairs, sponsored in part by the
MTHA (see notice at the top of this
page), offer free screening services to all
Maryland backstretch employees. 

This is in addition to the Backstretch
Health Center at Laurel Park, staffed two
mornings each week by Harry M. Harris,

M.D. The Health Center is open from 9
a.m. to noon, Tuesdays and Saturdays, in
the track kitchen building.

Both the Health Fairs and Center
have improved the quality of life, and
also saved the lives, of many people
while helping to provide the kind of
healthy work force that is so vital to the
industry.

/Richard J. Meyer, MTHA Director
and Health and Welfare Committee

Chairman; Maryland Horsemen’s 
Assistance Fund President.

LLaawwmmaakkeerrss
aapppprroovvee bbiillll
ttoo gguuaarraanntteeee 
114466 ddaayyss ooff
lliivvee rraacciinngg
aannnnuuaallllyy

tthhrroouugghh 22001133
During the 2011 session of the Mary-

land General Assembly, which ad-
journed on April 11, state lawmakers
passed a bill that, among other things,
guarantees at least 146 days of live Thor-
oughbred racing annually through the
end of 2013.

House Bill 1039, offered by the Ad-
ministration, passed the House on a vote
of 106-28, and was approved by a mar-
gin of 40-5 in the Senate. 

“Although it is not ideal from our per-
spective, it does give us an additional
two years,” commented MTHA Presi-
dent Richard Hoffberger.

Lobbyists for both the governor and
Penn Gaming secured Senate amend-
ments requiring the Thoroughbred in-
dustry to reach an agreement with Rose-
croft Raceway regarding simulcasting of
Thoroughbred races.

As much as $3 million annually in
slots revenue allocated for race track im-
provements is redirected to offset the
Maryland Jockey Club’s operating ex-
penses in 2012 and 2013.  

The bill also requires that the Thor-
oughbred racing industry submit by De-
cember 1 a business plan that would
stimulate racing to survive and thrive
without slots.

RRaaccee--ddaayy mmeeddiiccaattiioonn lloooommss 
aass mmaajjoorr nnaattiioonnaall iissssuuee

Medication has come to the forefront
of a national debate, with The Jock-

ey Club calling for a five-year plan to
eliminate the only remaining race-day
medications (Lasix and adjunct bleeder
medications).

The Racing Medication and Testing
Consortium will join the National Thor-
oughbred Racing Association and Amer-

ican Association of Equine Practitioners
in organizing an international summit
on June 13 and 14 in New York City to
address race-day medication.  

The Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Asso-
ciation, on behalf of its member organzi-
ations, which include the MTHA, has
stated its opposition to these proposed
changes.
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reports on issues and events of interest
to owners and trainers in Maryland. 

Your suggestions are welcome.

HHoorrsseemmeenn’’ss ccaalleennddaarr

RReeccrreeaattiioonn rreeppoorrtt

RRAACCIINNGG

TTiimmoonniiuumm. . . . . . . . Aug. 26 through Sept. 5
LLaauurreell PPaarrkk. . . . . . . Sept. 10 through Dec. 17

MMAARRYYLLAANNDD MMIILLLLIIOONN DDAAYY

OOCCTT.. 11,, LLAAUURREELL PPAARRKK

FFAASSIIGG--TTIIPPTTOONN MMIIDDLLAANNTTIICC AAUUCCTTIIOONNSS
AATT TTIIMMOONNIIUUMM (410) 392-5555

EEaasstteerrnn FFaallll YYeeaarrlliinnggss. . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 4, 5
DDeecceemmbbeerr MMiixxeedd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 5

OOUUTT--OOFF--SSTTAATTEE AAUUCCTTIIOONNSS

OOccaallaa BBrreeeeddeerrss’’ SSaalleess CCoommppaannyy
TTwwoo--YYeeaarr--OOllddss aanndd HHoorrsseess ooff RRaacciinngg AAggee
Ocala, Fla. (352) 237-2154. . . June. 21, 22

FFaassiigg--TTiippttoonn KKeennttuucckkyy JJuullyy
SSeelleecctteedd YYeeaarrlliinnggss Lexington, Ky. 
(859) 255-1555. . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 12, 13

FFaassiigg--TTiippttoonn SSaarraattooggaa SSeelleecctteedd 
YYeeaarrlliinnggss Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
(516) 328-1800. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aug. 8, 9

OOccaallaa BBrreeeeddeerrss’’ SSaalleess CCoommppaannyy
SSeelleecctteedd//OOppeenn YYeeaarrlliinnggss
Ocala, Fla. (352) 237-2154. . . . Aug. 23-25

KKeeeenneellaanndd SSeepptteemmbbeerr YYeeaarrlliinnggss
Lexington, Ky. (800) 456-3412. . Sept. 11-24

From Dan Mangum, 
MTHA Recreation Director. 

OOrriioolleess nniigghhtt
The MTHA is sponsoring a night with

the Orioles vs. the St. Louis Cardinals on
Thursday, June 30. Twenty-five free tick-
ets will be distributed by a drawing at
Laurel on June 25. 

All may sign up at the kitchens or call
Dan Mangum at (410) 802-5798.

OOrriioolleess ttiicckkeett ddrraawwiinnggss
The winners of the first Oriole ticket

drawings were as follows: Kenny Tuck-
er (April 22 game vs. the Yankees); Bill
Potteet (May 11 game vs. the Seattle
Mariners; Ron Sweeney (May 24 game
vs. the Kansas City Royals). 

The next drawing will be held at Lau-

rel on July 16 at noon. 
Continue to sign up at the track

kitchens or call Dan Mangum at (410)
802-5798. 

BBaayyssooxx ttiicckkeettss
Free tickets to Baysox games are go-

ing fast. 
Continue to sign up at the track

kitchens or call Dan Mangum at (410)
802-5798; we hope that everyone who
signs up can attend a game. 

DDoonnaattiioonnss
The following generous people re-

cently donated clothing, reading materi-
al and or other items for distribution on
the backstretch: Jack Adamecz, Tom
Donllon, Gene Gilhooly, Sylvia and
Arnold Heft, and Kenny Tucker.

NNeeww YYoorrkk BBrreeeeddeerrss SSaalleess 
CCoommppaannyy FFaallll BBrreeeeddiinngg SSttoocckk
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
(518) 587-1555 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 10

OOccaallaa BBrreeeeddeerrss’’ SSaalleess CCoommppaannyy
FFaallll MMiixxeedd
Ocala, Fla. (352) 237-2154. . . . Oct. 18-21

FFaassiigg--TTiippttoonn KKeennttuucckkyy FFaallll YYeeaarrlliinnggss
Lexington, Ky. (859) 255-1555. . .Oct. 24-26

FFaassiigg--TTiippttoonn KKeennttuucckkyy SSeelleecctteedd FFaallll MMiixxeedd
Lexington, Ky. (859) 255-1555. . . Nov. 6, 7

KKeeeenneellaanndd NNoovveemmbbeerr BBrreeeeddiinngg SSttoocckk
Lexington, Ky. (800) 456-3412. . . .Nov. 6-19

CCoommmmiitttteeee bbuulllleettiinnss
BBoowwiiee

Backstretch co-chairman Linda
Gaudet reported:

• The television, equipped with a
racing channel, is now up and running
in the track kitchen.

Special thanks to Dennis Smoter and
Scott Lishia for making this happen. 

• A tree-planting ceremony was held
on April 25 in memory of Jamie “Stick-

man” Cornwell, the former Maryland
jockey who died on February 19 follow-
ing an extended illness. 

PPiimmlliiccoo
Backstretch chairman Bill Fitzgib-

bons reminds trainers that Pimlico will
close on May 28. Horsemen and equip-
ment must be removed from the
grounds on that day.

IINN MMEEMMOORRIIAAMM
NNaannccyy AAllbbeerrttss,, the lifelong Mary-

land horsewoman who gained national
fame with 2002 Preakness runner-up
Magic Weisner, died on May 3. She
was 65. 

Ms. Alberts bred, owned, trained
and served as the exercise rider for
Magic Weisner, who retired as a Grade
2 winner of $888,830.

The MTHA honored Ms. Alberts as
outstanding Maryland trainer of 2002.

NNoorrmmaann LL.. HHooffff,, who was involved
in the industry in many different ca-
pacities, died on April 23 at the age of
74. An owner, trainer, farrier, and
highly regarded free-lance exercise rid-
er, Mr. Hoff was also a U.S. Army veter-
an.

GGeeoorrggee FF.. LLeeaaff,, IIII,, 51, a lifelong
backstretch employee, died on April
24, Easter Sunday. His most recent em-
ployer was Rodney Jenkins, for whom
he served as a groom for many years. 

MMTTHHAA 
The MTHA Office at Laurel will be

open Mondays through Fridays, from 9
a.m. to noon, starting May 23.

MMaarryyllaanndd RRaacciinngg CCoommmmiissssiioonn
The Maryland Racing Commission of-

fice is closed. Questions regarding Lasix
should be directed to the Commission’s
main office at (410) 296-9682, (410)
296-9683; Fax: (410) 296-9687.

HHoorrsseemmeenn’’ss 
BBooookkkkeeeeppeerr

The Horsemen’s Bookkeeper’s Of-
fice will be open at Laurel, Mondays
through Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
starting June 1.

GGaattee sscchhoooolliinngg
Beginning the week of May 30:
Bowie—Mondays, Wednesdays and

Fridays, 7 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Laurel—Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sat-

urdays, 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

LLaauurreell ttuurrff ccoouurrssee
The turf course at Laurel will be

closed during the Colonial meet. 

SSttaallll iissssuueess
Bowie—Contact Jerry Burdick (301)

802-9440.
Laurel—Contact Terry Overmier

(443) 324-6646 or Charlie Hall (301)
674-5108.

SSttaabbllee aarreeaa iissssuueess
Bowie—Contact Victor (Blue) Mar-

shall (240) 876-6414. 
Laurel—Contact Tony Edwards (443)

250-9872. 

RRaaccee ttrraacckk iissssuueess
Contact David Whitman (443) 250-

9870.

CChheecckk ccaasshhiinngg aatt LLaauurreell
Checks will be approved Mondays

through Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
only. Limit for check cashing is $2,000.
You must present your MRC license in
order to cash a check.

MMaarryyllaanndd’’ss ssuummmmeerr sscchheedduullee
RRaacciinngg OOffffiiccee ppeerrssoonnnneell wwiillll bbee aavvaaiillaabbllee aatt PPiimmlliiccoo oonn MMoonnddaayy,, MMaayy 2233,, aanndd

TTuueessddaayy,, MMaayy 2244,, ffoorr ttrraaiinneerrss ttoo ppiicckk uupp tthheeiirr ppaappeerrss aanndd ccoolloorrss.. FFooaall cceerrttiiffiiccaatteess
aanndd ssiillkkss wwiillll nnoott bbee sshhiippppeedd ttoo CCoolloonniiaall DDoowwnnss.. TThhee RRaacciinngg OOffffiiccee aanndd jjoocckkeeyyss’’
rroooomm wwiillll bbee cclloosseedd dduurriinngg tthhee ssuummmmeerr..

PPiimmlliiccoo wwiillll cclloossee oonn SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaayy 2288.. TTrraaiinneerrss mmuusstt hhaavvee aallll ooff tthheeiirr hhoorrsseess
aanndd eeqquuiippmmeenntt ooffff tthhee ggrroouunnddss oonn tthhaatt ddaayy..

MMTTHHAA
AANNNNUUAALL MMEEEETTIINNGG

DDaattee:: June 15    
TTiimmee:: 5:30 p.m.
PPllaaccee:: Laurel Park, 

Ditrector’s Room (Sky Suite)

Open To All Members

CCllootthhiinngg ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn
cceenntteerr ooppeennss 

aatt BBoowwiiee
Bowie now has its own clothing dis-

tribution center.
Clothes are available to all back-

stretch workers at no cost, in a range of
sizes and styles. 

Hours are 10 a.m. to noon, Mondays
through Thursdays, in the Bowie track
kitchen building.

Safely Kept, the Maryland-bred filly
who won the Eclipse Award as the na-
tion’s champion sprinter in 1989 and
captured the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup
Sprint the following year, has been se-
lected for the racing Hall of Fame.

Bred by David and JoAnn Hayden,
Safely Kept launched her career for the
Haydens and trainer Carlos Garcia be-
fore being sold to Jayeff B Stable and
Richard Santulli and sent to trainer Alan
Goldberg. 

A foal of 1986, by Horatius—Safely
Home, by Winning Hit, she raced for
four years, won 24 of 31 starts and
amassed $2,194,206. 

Induction will take place in August in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

MMdd..--bbrreedd SSaaffeellyy
KKeepptt nnaammeedd ttoo
HHaallll ooff FFaammee

The Jockey Club has
launched Thoroughbred
ConnectTM, a free online
service designed to as-
sist with placement of
Thoroughbreds at the
end of their racing or
breeding careers. 

A component of The
Jockey Club’s Interac-
tive RegistrationTM, Thor-
oughbred Connect en-
ables Registry customers
to express their willing-
ness to be contacted by
the possessor of a horse
in the event the horse is
in need of placement. Those interested in providing assistance or aftercare have the
ability to attach their name and contact information to the electronic records of
Thoroughbreds within The Jockey Club’s database using Thoroughbred Connect.

Similarly, a person who is seeking placement for a Thoroughbred in his posses-
sion can log into Thoroughbred Connect and request the contact information at-
tached to the horse. The possessor of the horse may then contact that prospective
owner directly to perform due diligence and discuss potential arrangements to trans-
fer the horse. To access this service, go to www.thoroughbredconnect.com.

TThhee JJoocckkeeyy CClluubb llaauunncchheess 
““TThhoorroouugghhbbrreedd CCoonnnneecctt””

AAnnnnee AArruunnddeell
sslloottss ssiittee ooffff tthhee
ttaabbllee uunnttiill 22001122
After promising to have a temporary

casino up and running at the Arundel
Mills mall site by the end of 2011—a
prospect that appealed to many voters
in last November’s referendum—the
casino developer has revised those pro-
jections.

The Cordish Co. has announced that
it will open its casino in stages, begin-
ning next June with 2,750 machines.
Cordish plans to have the entire 4,750-
machine project completed by October
2012.

The prolonged schedule will cost the
racing industry, as well as the state,
many millions in additional slots rev-
enue. 

Rick Abbruzzese, a spokesman for
Gov. Martin O'Malley, told The Balti-
more Sun that officials are “still working
to determine the broader effects of the
delay.” 

As the Sun noted: “While Arundel
slots will be delayed, Baltimore City can
move forward in its own lengthy battle
to open a slots casino. A company that
had been rejected in a bid to develop
slots in Baltimore dropped a legal chal-
lenge, clearing the way for the city to
seek a new developer for a 17-acre site
south of the stadiums.”


