
With Maryland’s racing dates
for 2011 still undetermined,
the MTHA continues to

press for a total of 146 live racing
days, following the same pattern as
2010.

“Anything less than 146 days, at
this point, threatens the continua-
tion of Maryland’s racing industry,”
said MTHA President Richard Hoff-
berger. “Horsemen, whether they
want to or not, would be forced to
relocate to other states because
Maryland would simply not offer ad-
equate opportunities to race.”

The future of live racing in Maryland
became a critical concern following the
November 2 referendum in Anne Arun-
del County, when voters overwhelming-
ly endorsed zoning for a major slots casi-
no at Arundel Mills Mall.

Maryland Jockey Club owners MI De-
velopments Inc. and Penn National
Gaming Inc. had warned of dire cut-
backs if the Mall casino was approved. 

On November 29, the Maryland Rac-
ing Commission conducted a hearing on
what was supposed to be the MJC’s op-
erating plan for 2011. Hundreds of peo-
ple, primarily horsemen, attended the
two-hour session at Laurel Park.

Ignoring the Commission’s require-
ment for an actual operating plan, the
MJC presented a live racing schedule
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State regulations prohibit horses

claimed at Maryland tracks from rac-
ing in other states during the 60-day
period following the claim. 

After Laurel Park’s meet ends on
December 18, a horse who has been
claimed within the last 60 days will
not be permitted to race out of state
unless there has been no live racing in
Maryland for 15 days. The day after
the claim day counts as Day 1. 

The slots site in Baltimore City is once
again open for bids. 

Progress on the construction of the
facility—designated as the state’s sec-
ond-largest, authorized for as many as
3,750 machines—has been stalled for
nearly two years. 

Maryland’s Video Lottery Facility Lo-
cation Commission, chaired by Donald
Fry, several months ago rejected the ap-
plication from the Baltimore City Enter-

tainment Group (BCEG), which failed to
submit a $22.5 million deposit, despite
numerous promises.   

The Maryland State Board of Contract
Appeals supported the Location Com-
mission’s decision in a ruling issued in
early December, stating that regulators
“bent over backwards” to make it possi-
ble for BCEG to move forward with the
project.

See BBaallttiimmoorree  sslloottss,, page 2
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Concluding that there was no poten-
tial for a reorganization under cur-

rent management and upon a Motion by
the United States Trustee’s Office, Unit-
ed States Bankruptcy Judge Paul Mannes
ordered that a Trustee be appointed to
oversee either the reorganization or liq-
uidation of Rosecroft Raceway.

On October 20, the United States
Trustee appointed James Murphy as the
Rosecroft Trustee. 

Mr. Murphy replaces the manage-
ment at Rosecroft and has the option of
pursuing a plan of reorganization, selling
the assets or liquidation. 

He will also have the authority to re-
solve the numerous lawsuits that Rose-
croft’s previous management filed

See RRoosseeccrroofftt,, page 2

See RRaacciinngg ddaayyss, page 2

        



CCoommmmiitttteeee 
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RRaacciinngg OOffffiiccee aannnnoouunncceemmeennttss
From Georganne Hale, Maryland Jockey Club’s Director of Racing

• Gate schooling will continue after live racing ends on December 18. The sched-
ule from December 18 through December 31 is as follows: 
Laurel: Tuesday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. (except Christmas Day)
Bowie: Tuesday through Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. (except Christmas
Day)

• Both race tracks will be closed for training on Christmas Day.
• Contact Frank Saumell for tattooing: (410) 419-5872.
• The racing office and jocks’ room will not be open after December 18. 

Happy holidays to all horsemen from the Racing Office 

TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg ddiinnnneerrss
Rich Meyer, Chairman of the MTHA’s

Health and Welfare Committee, reports
that hundreds of Thanksgiving dinners
were served in the track kitchens at
Bowie and Laurel.

The Thanksgiving Day feast for back-
stretch employees is a tradition that the
MTHA proudly sponsors each year.
BBoowwiiee

Linda Gaudet, Backstretch Commit-
tee Co-chairman, reported:

• The racing network is now up and
running in the track kitchen.

• The race track is in good condition.
• Water draining onto roadways cre-

ates icy patches that are a hazard to
horses and humans. Please avoid run-
ning hoses and emptying buckets on or
near roads. 

BCEG and the city remain embroiled
in a separate legal dispute over the leas-
ing of an 11-acre parcel of land near
M&T Bank Stadium that was proposed as
BCEG’s slots site.

The constitutional amendment ap-
proved by voters in the 2008 referen-
dum calls for the Baltimore casino to be
situated in a non-residential area within a
half-mile of Maryland Route 295 on
property owned by the city.

The Baltimore Sun reported that Mr.
Fry and other members of the commis-
sion intend to “talk with city officials
and the Baltimore Development Corp. to
identify all of the city-owned sites in the
approved slots area, in order to put to-
gether ‘the most competitive bid.’”

During the upcoming legislative ses-
sion, lawmakers may seek changes to en-
hance the viability of the two sites that
have yet to attract qualified bidders—
Baltimore City and Allegany County.

MMTTHHAA ooffffiiccee aatt
LLaauurreell PPaarrkk

Following the end of the Laurel Park
meet on December 18, the MTHA Office
at Laurel Park will be open from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.on the following dates:

December 21, 22 and 23 (Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday) and December
28, 29 and 30 (Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday). 

BBaallttiimmoorree sslloottss,,
from page 1

against the Maryland Thoroughbred in-
dustry and numerous other tracks and
individuals as part of its “scorched
earth” strategy to kill the 2006 Cross-
Breed Agreement and receive Thor-
oughbred signals at Rosecroft without

having to compensate the Maryland
Thoroughbred industry.  

Rosecroft had operated as an off-
track betting site since 2008, until sur-
rendering its license to the Maryland
Racing Commission earlier this year.

RRoosseeccrroofftt,, from page 1

RRaacciinngg ddaayyss,, from page 1

consisting of 17 days at Laurel Park in
January and 30 days at Pimlico in April
and May, concluding with the Preak-
ness. No schedule was submitted for
live racing beyond the first five months
of the year. 

Commission member David Hayden
was among the first to respond, express-
ing outrage: “You guys [meaning the
MJC] just flat-out don’t give a damn.”

The Commission heard testimony
from groups and individuals, including
the MTHA, which was represented by
President Richard Hoffberger, Counsel
Alan Foreman and Executive Secretary
Wayne Wright. 

Mr. Wright called the proposal “a
dagger to our heart. . . offering no op-
portunity at all,” while Mr. Hoffberger
derided a situation under which local

horsemen bear the sacrifice “so that out-
of-state companies can come in and
make money off of the Preakness.”

Ultimately, the Commission voted
unanimously (8 to 0) to reject Penn Na-
tional Gaming’s application to own 49
percent of the MJC’s assets. That action,
which drew enthusiastic support from
many in the audience, left Maryland
without a racing schedule for 2011.

Since then, the MJC has said it plans
to request 77 racing days for the first five
months of next year, a schedule identical
to 2010. But live racing in the summer
and fall remains an open question.

A schedule of some sort is expected
to be considered at the Maryland Racing
Commission meeting to be held on De-
cember 21 at 12:30 p.m. at Laurel Park.

JJoocckkeeyy iinnssuurraannccee ffeeee:: 
bbeesstt bbaarrggaaiinn iinn MMaarryyllaanndd rraacciinngg

The fee that each Maryland owner
and trainer pays to provide jockeys’
workers’ compensation coverage will
remain at $50 in 2011. 

Coverage is provided through a non-
profit corporation known as the Mary-
land Jockey Injury Compensation Fund,
Inc., managed by the Maryland Racing
Commission.

The fee is set on an annual basis, and
is determined by a number of factors. 

Numbers and types of claims against

the Fund affect the yearly cost of the
policy—and, fortunately, in recent years
there have been relatively few race-re-
lated accidents.

Maryland has been a pioneer in pro-
viding workers’ compensation coverage
for jockeys, and eliminating liability for
owners and trainers.

For more information call the Racing
Commission’s Executive Director, Mike
Hopkins, at (410) 853-1672.



From Dan Mangum, MTHA 
Recreation Director. For information

or to sign up for programs, 
call Mr. Mangum at (410) 802-5798.

BBaasskkeettbbaallll
The MTHA basketball league will start

on Sunday, January 9 at Meade High
School in Laurel. If you are interested
please call Dan Mangum (at number
above) or sign up in the track kitchens. 

BBoowwlliinngg
Plans are underway for a bowling

tournament at Laurel Fairlanes on Mon-
day, January 31. Call Dan Mangum or
sign up in the track kitchens. 

DDoonnaattiioonnss
The following generous people re-

cently donated clothing, reading materi-
al and/or other items for distribution on
the backstretch: Gene Gilhooly, John
Marshall, Taking Risks Stable, Susan
Tatum and Howard Wolfendale.
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Virginia Tech’s Marion duPont Scott
Equine Medical Center is once again of-
fering its Tuesday Talks, a series of free
lectures designed to provide horsemen
and others with practical advice related
to an array of equine health care topics. 

Faculty from the equine medical cen-
ter and the Middleburg Agricultural Re-
search and Extension (MARE) Center
will discuss developments in regenera-
tive medicine, lameness, performance
and dentistry.

January 11: “The Curse of Foot Lame-
nesses,” Dr. Nat White, DVM, MS, Dipl.
ACVS, Jean Ellen Shehan Professor, and
director of the Marion duPont Scott
Equine Medical Center.

February 8: “Breeding to Win: The Ge-
netics of Equine Performance,” Rebecca
Splan, Ph.D, MS, associate professor of
equine science at the MARE Center.

March 8: “Performance Horse Den-
tistry: New Concepts in Oral Equilibra-
tion,” Dr. James Brown, BVSc, MS, Dipl.
ACT, and clinical assistant professor in
equine surgery and emergency care at
the Marion duPont Scott Equine Medical
Center.

Lectures will be held at 7 p.m. in the
Medical Center’s library. No fee is
charged for attending but seating is lim-
ited and pre-registration is required. To
register, e-mail Amy Troppmann at
aht1@vt.edu or call (703) 771-6843. For
more information, go to www.vetmed.
vt.edu/emc.

Virginia Tech’s Marion duPont Scott
Equine Medical Center is one of three
campuses that comprise the Virginia-
Maryland Regional College of Veterinary
Medicine.

MMaarriioonn dduuPPoonntt SSccootttt EEqquuiinnee 
MMeeddiiccaall CCeenntteerr’’ss TTuueessddaayy TTaallkkss
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DDoonnaalldd PP.. TToowwnnsseenndd,, 61, a longtime
owner/trainer/breeder, died on Novem-
ber 29. 

KKeennnneetthh AA.. ““KKeennnnyy”” FFiieelldd,, a promi-
nent trainer in the 1960s through the
mid-1980s, died on November 20 at the
age of 79.

Hall of Fame trainer MMaacckkeennzziiee
““MMaacckk”” MMiilllleerr died on December 11. He
was 89. Mr. Miller trained more than 70
stakes winners, including 1993 Ken-
tucky Derby winner Sea Hero.

AAHHCC ppoossttss jjoobb ooppeenniinngg
The American Horse Council has an

opening for a new director of adminis-
tration, to succeed someone who been
employed by the organization for more
than 35 years.

For more information go to
www.horsecouncil.org or call (202)
296-4031.

VVoottiinngg uunnddeerrwwaayy ffoorr 
NNTTRRAA ““MMoommeenntt ooff tthhee YYeeaarr””

Voting is underway at the National
Thoroughbred Racing Association Web
site, www.ntra.com/moment, for the
12th annual “NTRA Moment of the
Year.” 

Voters can choose from among 12

images, drawn from the year’s events.
The winning Moment will be recog-
nized on January 17 at the Eclipse
Awards ceremony in Miami Beach, and
those selecting the winning image auto-
matically will be entered in a random
drawing for a $100 gift certificate to the
NTRA.com Online Memorabilia Store.

Entries must be received by 11:59
p.m. (ET) on Monday, January 3.

UUnnwwaanntteedd HHoorrssee CCooaalliittiioonn 
ccaann hheellpp

The Unwanted Horse Coalition offers
a variety of resources for owners no
longer able to provide for their horses.
Call (202) 296-4031 or visit www.un
wantedhorsecoalition.org.

HHooooffpprriinnttss



Ocean Downs, a harness race track neighbor-
ing Maryland’s ocean beach resorts, will be-

gin its new life as a racino on January 4.
Governor Martin O’Malley is set to par-

ticipate in the ribbon-cutting ceremonies
to be held on that date.

Casino at Ocean Downs will feature 700 video lottery ter-
minals (slot machines), with nearly 34,000 square feet of gam-
ing space. 

It is reportedly providing jobs to more than  200 new em-
ployees, most of whom live in the immediate area.

Ocean Downs, owned by William M. Rickman Jr. and his
family, is the only track eligible to operate a slots facility in
Maryland.

Launching of its slots site has been delayed
several times by construction problems and

bad weather.
“We were impressed with the plans for

the site and are confident that this world-
class entertainment facility will be a

tremendous asset to the Eastern Shore and the entire state of
Maryland,” said Donald Fry, chairman of the Video Lottery Fa-
cility Location Commission.

Casino at Ocean Downs is Maryland’s second slots facility
to begin operation, joining Hollywood Casino at Perryville,
which opened in late September. Ocean Downs is located just
off Route 50 in Berlin. For more information and driving direc-
tions, go to www.oceandowns.com.
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TThhoouugghhttss aanndd ccoommmmeenntt

Apparently, some people were sur-
prised when the Maryland Jockey

Club tried to jettison its live racing pro-
gram for 2011 (see article on page 1). 

That in itself is surprising, because
anyone who understood the situation
knew it was all but inevitable. 

Unlike some of our colleagues, the
MTHA never believed the Maryland
Jockey Club was bluffing when it de-
scribed what would happen if zoning
were approved for a major casino at
Arundel Mills Mall.

Now MTHA representatives, along
with other industry leaders, are working
day and night to come up with alterna-
tives that will allow us to maintain at

least 146 live racing days in 2011, and
beyond.

We are in a fight for our life.
Various plans are under considera-

tion. The goal is a win-win-win situation,
under which horsemen will have a vi-
able schedule of racing opportunities,
the tracks will operate without financial
losses, and the state will not be pressed
for a bail-out.

It’s a tall order, especially under the
time constraints that we are facing. But
we remain hopeful that an acceptable
agreement can be put forth at the Mary-
land Racing Commission’s December 21
meeting.
/Richard J. Hoffberger, MTHA President

SSlloottss ffaacciilliittyy aatt OOcceeaann DDoowwnnss rraaccee ttrraacckk 
sseett ffoorr JJaannuuaarryy 44 ooppeenniinngg


